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Omicron:

here we go again
by Larissa Thomas

The cast of the 2021 fall musical A-Wop Bop A-Loo Bop dance and sing during one of the numbers Friday, November 19th in V.A. Bell Auditorium.
The cast learned a number of songs and dances popular during the 1950s and 60s.
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A-Wop Bop A-Loo Bop Hits the Stage
by Blake Huska

The Brookings High School production of A-Wop Bop A-Loo Bop had
its run from Thursday, November 18th
to Saturday the 20th. There was a full
auditorium of audience members each
night as stages across the world are
continually reopening. “It was really
amazing to be able to see the people we
were performing for and to have this
interaction with them, which I think
only encouraged us to keep the energy
up” Lillie Foster, a member of the cast
playing Roberta “Ruby” Lester said.
The show celebrated the rock n’
roll music of the late 1950s and early
1960s, throwing jokes in that every
age group could laugh at. Ruby Lester
and her friends dream of being rock

‘n roll stars, but their local radio station banned rock ‘n roll. The local kids
made every effort they could to save
the music they loved. Friendships and
relationships experienced turbulence,
adding drama and shaking up their
plans for stardom.
In the days leading up to the play
Foster was battling her own turbulence
in the form of a sore throat from losing
her voice. Foster did many warmups
and said “water and menthol-free
cough drops are godsends” for reviving her range. In addition, the cast also
gave some of their own personal spin
on the characters and made the show
their own. Kennedy Gibson’s role was
originally meant to be a “Mr.” Davis,
but it was changed as Gibson could

Winning
weekend:

play the character so well and add so
much comedy to the show. Foster also
complimented her castmates and incorporating their individuality to their
roles, saying “The whole cast added
their own personal implements--Joshua
Park, Ainsley Shelsta, and Jensi Jensen
were icons, and Michelle Hu and Anya
Clites’s advert bits were hilarious. Everyone made it their own!”
Drawing influence from hits like
Grease, Footloose, and Hairspray, the
show held a sense of familiarity while
staying original. For many, the experience of live entertainment and theatre
has been greatly missed and this production made many in the Brookings
area eager to get back to the theatre,
and this was the perfect way for them
to do so.

Ranger sweep
tournament
opener
by Jackson Law

On the weekend of December 10th12th the JV boys and the Varsity boys
hockey teams both had successful
weekends. The JV boys played in their
home tournament and got first place.
They tied the first two games and
won the second two. The third game
was an absolute blowout with the
Rangers winning 12-0 against a team
from Minnesota.
The final game, and also the championship, they came back from a 3-0
deficit and tied it 3-3 bringing the
game to overtime. After five minutes

The JV Rangers celebrate their victory at the first tournament of the year. Both the Varsity and JV
teams posted wins on the weekend.
Photo by Rachel Raatz

of overtime neither team had scored,
bringing the game to a shootout. The
rangers ended up winning the shootout
and won the tournament.
The Varsity boys hockey team also
won their tournament in Minnetonka
MN. They had a clean sweep and won

all of their games. In the semi-final
game the rangers came back from a
deficit and brought the game into overtime with the game winning goal from
Trenton Pederson. They proceeded to
go into the championship game and
take home the gold.

Omicron is a heavy mutated coronavirus variant emerging in South Africa. Omicron was discovered on Friday November 19th. On a larger scale
the U.S. imposed a travel ban on South
Africa. The U.S. isn’t the only country that imposed a travel ban on South
Africa, Britain, and most of Europe as
well have imposed a ban on South Africa. Countries such as Japan, Israel,
and Morocco are not allowing any foreign visitors into the country.
The Omicron Virus has landed in
Europe already before South African
scientists were able to detect the virus
and those who were affected by Omicron are seeking proper medical attention and support. Omicron has been detected in 38 countries so far and some
countries that are already struggling
with the very first wave of the coronavirus; the Delta variant are currently
already imposing lockdowns.
Scientists say that the Omicron variant can go in many different directions
and it is impossible to know right now
how serious the new variant is but it is
a cause for concern rather than distress
and panic.
Here at BHS we can take similar
precautions such as washing our hands,
social distancing, not sharing water
bottles, food, etc. The first case of Omicron was detected in California around
two weeks ago. President Joe Biden
said that; “Omicron is a cause for concern rather than a cause for panic.
“Here in the U.S. we already know
how to reduce the chance of getting the
coronavirus, we just have to implement
those precautions when dealing with
Omicron; the newest variant of the
coronavirus. The World Health Organization said that they are working on
determining how effective the vaccine
as well as the booster shots are in fighting against Omicron. It is the newest
version of the coronavirus.
The CDC said to just be cognizant
of the virus as well as to be aware of
what’s going on and if you have symptoms related to the coronavirus. As always, wash your hands and stay home
if you are sick.
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Several factors are influencing the flow of packages through the mail system. Without appropriate
prior planning, many may find their holiday derailed by missing packages.
Photo by BROBOCA Staff

Shipping delays and damaged
packages affect holiday season
By Jill Hemmer

Recent news reports say that packages have been returned and delayed
by owners and shippers of said packages. If these packages get returned
they get damaged and left in landfills.
Shippings often get delayed because
the packages are from far away places like other countries or states. Most
packages on amazon have an expected
day of delivery and arrival for the item.
Although that is true the item isn’t
always there on the expected day of

the arrival. Some companies have you
check on your packages as they go.
The company recommends that
people should check your package before the delivery is set in. For example
checking the sizes of clothing and
shoes. If the sender checks the package
the package will be perfect to set up for
the receiver of the package. That will
be an amazing gift if the delivery was
done correctly before the package was
sent off.

Photo from Wikipedia Commons

Winter tip: Stop licking cold metal

BHS Decks the Halls
by Riley Neil (Photos by Rachel Raatz)

This year students and their advisory classes have been taking time out
of their SRB block to decorate the building for the holidays. They have
all been given a theme, none of them are specifically associated with one
religious holiday, so everybody can feel comfortable participating. The
themes range from Gingerbread House to The Grinch to Winterwonderland.

Throughout the years, characters in
films getting stuck to a streetlamp
by licking it has become quite a
popular trope. It can be seen in a
multitude of movies, including
Christmas films such as A Christmas Story. But why does this happen?
Well, despite what one may assume,
it is not because the lamp post has
an iron grip on your tongue. This
happens because when we lick a
metal surface that has been exposed to freezing temperatures, it

steals heat away from our tongue
faster than the human body can
generate heat. This causes the saliva
in all of the cracks in our tongue
to freeze and stick to the metal.
If you ever find yourself in this
situation, do not try and pull your
tongue off with brute force. Though
this will work, there are less painful
alternatives. The best way to free
yourself from this situation is to exhale hot air over your tongue until
it is not longer frozen. Now, Voila!
You’re free!
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Winter Holiday Profiles
Lighting Up the Dark:

A Holiday Profile of Diwali
by Grace Davis

Known as the Festival of Lights,
Diwali is a holiday celebrating the triumph of light over darkness and good
over evil. Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and
some Buddhists celebrate the holiday,
mostly in South Asia (though celebrations of Diwali can be found worldwide). The festival lasts for five days;
this year, Diwali began on November 2
and ended on November 6.
As one of the most important festivals in these religions, Diwali can be
likened to Christmas in terms of popularity and widespread celebration during the winter months. In fact, many
who live in the western hemisphere
(where Christmas is the predominant
winter holiday) also celebrate Christmas; instead of participating in the holiday religiously, Hindus, Jains, Sikhs,
and others who celebrate Diwali often
take Christmas as an opportunity to
give gifts to loved ones and spend time
with family.
At BHS, there are relatively few
stu dents who celebrate this holiday.
Trisha Sharan (11th grade) is one of the
few who does. The Sharan family, Trisha explained in an interview with the
Broboca staff, celebrates Diwali with
prayer, food, and fireworks: “We usually do a puja (a type of religious
ritual) and then we invite a bunch of
people over...during the party, we do
pataka (firecrackers) outside.”
Diwali itself was derived from
the Sanskrit word “Deepavali,” (also
spelled “Dipavali”), which loosely
translates into English as “line of
lamps” or “row of lights.” With a name
like this, it’s no surprise that most celebrations of Diwali are centered around
lights.
During the festival, clay oil lamps
called diyas are lit to invite the presence of Lakshmi, the goddess of
wealth. Hoping that Lakshmi will find

her way into homes and bless the residents with wealth and prosperity, many
homeowners even leave their windows
and doors open for the goddess during
the festival. For the Sharan family, the
puja is done in honor of Lakshmi for
wealth and prosperity in the next year,
and all their lights symbolize this
prayer.
The most important day of the festival is called Amavasya Tithi. This
day, which fell on November 4 in 2021,
is the day of the new moon (when the
moon is invisible in the night sky) and
is also believed to be the birthday of
Lakshmi. For many in South Asia
(places where Diwali is celebrated
more widely), on the other hand, this
celebration falls on the third day of the
festival.
The first two days of Diwali are
dedicated to preparation. The first day,
called Dhanteras, is set aside for cleaning and shopping. Most clean their
homes to prepare for events and guests,
and they also shop - in fact, it is considered lucky to buy small metal items
on Dhanteras. The second day is called
Choti Diwali, during which people
decorate their homes by stringing up
lights and creating rangoli, which are
intricate floor designs.
In Brookings, the Sharans place rangolis outside their home and in its
entryway.
The fourth day of the festival (after
Amavasya Tithi) is the start of the new
year in the Hindu calendar. Merchants
open new account books on this day,
and men often buy gifts for their wives
as a celebration of their bond
throughout the past year.
The fifth and final day of Diwali,
called Bhai Duj, is dedicated to brothers and sisters. On this day, sisters
typically pray for the welfare of their
brothers, and brothers often buy their
sisters gifts.
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Holiday Profile of Hanukkah
by Sofia Dvergsten

Hanukkah is an eight-day Jewish
holiday that is most celebrated in Israel. That being said, about five percent
of Americans celebrate it. It is celebrated for eight days and nights starting on the 25th of Kislev according to
the Hebrew calendar, but, according to
the Gregorian calendar, Hanukkah can
occur anytime between late November
and late December.
It originated during the rededication
of the Second Temple of Jerusalem,
which led to a revolt against the ruling
empire. During the rededication of the
Temple, Judah and other Jews watched
a menorah that stayed lit for eight days.
The menorah only had enough olive oil
to say burning for one day, but the candles still flickered for eight nights. This
event is sometimes called the “miracle
of oil.”
Every evening of the celebration,
anyone that celebrates Hanukkah will
light one candle on the Menorah. The
Menorah is a special candelabra that
contains nine candles. To explain why
the candles are lit, Nachum Braverman said, “We light candles in testament that faith makes miracles possible.” The candles are lit from left to
right, but they are placed from right to
left. The middle candle is called the

shamash. The shamash is the first candle that is lit, and it is used to light the
rest of the candles. Micaela Ezra said,
“On Chanukah when we use one flame
to light another, the glow is not halvedthe light is multiplied.” This quote better shows why they use the shamash to
light the other candles.
The Jewish people eat foods that are
fried in mainly olive oil. This is to represent the miracle of the olive oil that
stayed burning for eight days. Some of
those foods include potato fritters and
jelly-filled donuts. It is estimated that
over 17.5 million of those jelly-filled
donuts are consumed in Israel over the
eight days of Hanukkah.
Hanukkah and Chanukah are the
two most common spellings for this
Jewish winter holiday, but there is no
wrong way to spell it. This is due to
the fact that there is not a direct way to
translate Hebrew sounds into English.
The two main symbols used to represent Hanukkah are the menorah and the
dreidel. During the holiday, Jews play
many games with the dreidel. Some
of the prizes for winning a game of
dreidel are chocolates or coins. Since
Hanukkah means “to teach,” they teach
the children the Torah and play many
games of dreidel during the holiday.

Elf on the Shelf Origin
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Catching up on sleep during break
by Justin Mofle

Being behind on sleep is very
common among high school students
across the nation. With winter break
approaching, it’s the perfect time to
return to a healthy sleep schedule. For
the first few days of break, it would be
completely fine to stay up with friends
or family. However, as the days pass,
it’s important to start getting into a
healthy sleep schedule.
To begin gaining hours of sleep
back, a great place to start is taking
10-20 minute naps. Even sleeping in
on the weekends can be helpful with
regaining hours of sleep. Those aren’t
the only things to do though, for they

can give your body a false sense of
sleep recovery. Going to bed at the
same time every night and setting your
alarm for the same time every morning are the best things to do to help aid
your circadian rhythm, your body’s
clock that determines your natural
schedule, in getting a good amount of
sleep every night.
It can take up to four days to regain just one hour of sleep which poses
problems as there are only two weeks
of break. Don’t let that discourage you
in your efforts to get back into a regular
sleep schedule, though, it only takes up
to nine days to be back into a healthy
sleep schedule.

by Ian Lundgren
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The elf on the shelf is a tradition
shared by many households throughout
the nation. But why do parents like it
so much, and when did it start?
The elf on a shelf tradition is where
parents put a stuffed doll of an elf somewhere visible (generally on a mantle or
a shelf of some kind). This elf is supposed to act as a scout for Santa and
watch over the kids of the household.
If all goes according to plan, this will
cause the children to behave as though

it will affect their christmas. Though
subjecting one’s children to the concept of panopticism may seem a little
questionable, there clearly must be a
reason for it.
In many cases, parents report the
elf having little to no effect on their
child’s behavior. “I have had minimal
success throughout the years with our
elf. My kids always used to just move
it somewhere else to make me think I
was going crazy.” Stated Becky Krogh,
a resident of central Minnesota.
This idea in concept has been around
for centuries, But how long has it been
since the elf was first placed on its respective shelf? The original scout of
Santa was used in 2005 when Carol
Aebersold and her daughter Chanda
Bell self-published the book, “Elf on
the Shelf: A Christmas Tradition”.
These books were sold alongside a box
with the scout himself.

