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Students work in Ms. Dierk’s Honors Biology class. Students are noticing more classrooms at or near capacity. As the
population of BHS grows, large class sizes could become the new normal.
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Class sizes increasing at BHS
By Sofia Dvergsten

This year, students and teachers have been overwhelmed
with the class sizes and large
student to teacher ratios. This
problem is not happening only
at BHS, but all over the US.
In South Dakota, the average
class size is 21 students. Results from the January Hall
Street survey showed that
around 57% of students at
BHS believe their ideal class
size should be less than 20 students. This means that the state
of South Dakota is just barely
higher than what the majority
of our students at BHS expect
for class sizes.
Researcher Frederick Mosteller stated, “Reducing [the

size of classes in the early
grades] reduces the distractions in the room and gives the
teacher more time to devote to
each child.” Multiple studies
have also shown that if students have smaller class sizes
throughout their whole education, they are more likely to receive better grades and graduate. The amount of high school
dropouts decreases with smaller classes.
In BHS, the current student
to teacher ratio is 19:1. We
have 1036 students enrolled in
grades 9-12, and we only have
56 full time teachers. This is a
major increase from six years
ago. In 2016, we had only
896 students and 59 teachers,

so the student to teacher ratio
was 15:1. This means that the
number of students has majorly increased over the past few
years, but the number of teachers has slowly decreased.
Numbers have shown that
it is going to continue to increase. Next year, the projected number of students in the
high school will be 1130. If the
number of teachers stays the
same for next year, the student
to teacher ratio will be 20:1.
The national student to teacher
ratio in the US is 16:1. This
means that we currently have
a much larger student population compared to the number
of teachers.
see CLASS SIZE, p. 3

Bobcats you should know:
Deb Schaffer
You get to meet and work
by Jill Hemmer

There is a new face greeting students, staff, and visitors in the main officer. Deb
Schafer joined the BHS staff
at the beginning of the new
semester. Deb is no stranger
to the position. Prior to coming to Brookings, she worked
in the Russel-Tyler-Ruthton,
MN School District for 20
years as a high school secretary and 5 years in the Northland Community School District, MN as a k-12 secretary.
Deb says that the most
difficult part of her job is
getting to know the kids and
learning their names. Despite
the challenges, she looks forward to the variety in her job.
She states, “There is always
something new every day.

with so many different people.” Deb appreciates how
welcoming the staff has been
in her first weeks.
In her family she has her
husband , her two grown up
daughters and a niece. During her free time she likes to
watch her niece and nephew
play basketball and spend
time with her grandson. Her
favorite food is seafood, her
favorite season is fall, and
she likes crime books.
Deb looks forward to getting to know the students and
staff at BHS. She wants student to know, “if [you] have a
question I will try to find an
answer or help point [you] to
the person that can help. I am
here to help.”

Online classes provide opportunities, fill schedule gaps:

but are they right for everyone?

by Grace Davis

Junior Sofia Dvergsten works on an online class in the BHS library. The
number of students taking online courses increased substantially during the
2021-22 school year. 			
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Between the COVID-19
pandemic and budget cuts at
BHS, online classes have become far more prevalent in
our high school, particularly
in subjects that require a specialized curriculum (such as
Advanced Placement, or AP,
classes). This trend, while
convenient, has also raised
concerns regarding the drawbacks of the online format.
When registering for classes
next year, rising juniors and
seniors will see classes listed on their course selections
sheet that feature the condition
“may be online.” The majority
of these classes are Advanced
Placement - AP Biology, AP

Calculus, and AP United States
History, to name a few. These
classes are among the
most challenging a student in
high school can take, as they
are designed to replicate a college-level course.
An online format often increases the difficulty of these
classes because students are
unable to participate in class
discussions, ask questions
in-person, or work with their
peers in a classroom setting.
In an interview with the Broboca Staff, educator Ricky
Ganci discussed his concerns
about online classes: “I think
going online really hurts [students’ stress levels]. Especially some of these really high in-

tensity, 5-GPA classes...I think
it puts all of the stress on the
student to manage it on their
own, because the partnership
between you and the teacher is
mitigated so heavily.”
To be successful in an online setting, students must be
self-motivated above all. It is
far easier to procrastinate class
work in an online class than
an in-person one, so students
must be committed to completing their work in a timely
manner.
Students also must be willing to take the initiative and
ask teachers questions through
emails in order to master the

content.

see ONLINE, p. 3
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Class Profile: Personal Finance
by Thea Varpness

When surveyed, students overwhelmingly state a desire for a class
that will teach them how to handle
money as an adult. Few students actually realize that such a class is offered
at BHS. Personal Finance is taught by
Mr. Miller and it is his first year teaching it. This class is where students can
learn new things about what they will
or may have to do after you they done
with high school.
Personal Finance teaches all kinds
of aspects like picking out colleges and
how to apply for them. “You can learn
how to manage your finances,” voiced
Ruby. Students learn things on how
to have a financial goal which means
learning how to budget money, how
to pay off debt, buy a home, and save
enough money. “Personal Finance sets
you up for a successful career,” says
Mr. Miller.
Students are taught how to rent an
apartment or house when they go to
college. There will be things like the
rent payment and other payments on
that house or apartment that need to be
paed for.
Buying a vehicle in the future is also

important to get to places on time. In
this class students learn all about that
and they fill out a loan application to
buy a car just like they would when actually buying a are. There are also assignments on how to invest in things.
Next, students learn how to get a
scholarship and what requirements
must be met before applying for one.
One of the most important things
that students learn is how to write a resume. Writing a resume is a really important step in getting a job. Mr. Miller
teaches how to write a great resume. It
includes where to put contact information and other information like education status and any job experience and
academic awards.
Lastly, the best reason to take Personal Finance is the teacher. Mr. Miller
is an amazing teacher. He gives his
students time to get all of the required
assignments done. Mr. Miller is funny
and nice to everyone. He will answer
all student questions in the best way

possible and always helps out when
needed. Taking Personal Finance is
a great way to learn new things for
future jobs or business careers.

What class to take:
By: Rachel Raatz
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BHS student recommendations

In the course of high school, some
students want to navigate the classes
they need and the classes that would
help them cater to their future career.
Finding what classes to take can be a
difficult task, especially if one doesn’t
know what it all entails. Sometimes
one just needs a little nudge in the right
direction.
An anonymous survey was sent out
to students asking what classes they’d
suggest others to take and why students
should take it. One senior suggested
Accounting with Mr. Nupen. It was
expressed that the class was not only
easy, but extremely beneficial for anyone who plans to exercise the idea of
having their own business.
The student states “I would suggest that people who really enjoy the
simpler types of math, but also want
to learn something that is going to be
helpful later in life should take this
course, because this class takes those
basic principles of addition and subtraction, and combines it with helpful
information, such as subtracting your
liabilities from your assets, to see how
much money you have earned for a
business.” Nupen has also said to be
understanding, as well, with the unpredictability of life and is willing to work
with you homework-wise.
A few popular classes suggested
are mainly tied with who the teacher is:

Mr. Ganci. Not only is Ganci said to be
great by many students who have and
haven’t had him, one of the students
that suggested his classes said “He
cares about his students on a personal
level.” This year he teaches AP Literature and Composition, Honors English
II, and English IIIA. The same student
also expressed how learning with Mr.
Ganci doesn’t even feel like a class.
Another array of classes recommended were also linked to a specific teacher: Mrs. Oorlog. Teaching
Art of Drama, Journalism, Sociology,
Speech, and Competitive Speech a
student said “Her schedule is so full,
yet she still makes time to make you
understand she cares.” Her classes are
said to be fairly easy, but beneficial,
and that she is understanding and flexible about homework. A senior student
states “She gives deadlines, but is willing to work with you. However, if you
end up with a bad grade, that’s on you,
not her.”
Other classes were suggested, such
as CTE classes and art and music
classes, students input how easy some
classes were, but the majority of suggestions played on who
taught the class. The other majority did
put in to express the future benefits of
a class, linking the idea of quality and
difficulty of the class.

Omicron variant sweeps the nation
by Ian Lundgren

Over the last month or so, a new
variant of Covid-19 has swept the nation. This variant has been named the
Omicron after the Greek letter to avoid
public confusion. Studies reveal that
the Omicron variant is arguably more
dangerous then previous Covid variants. This is due to the fact that it is
far more transmittable. Though the
symptoms that Omicron puts out are
more mild, the increased spread leads
to fewer available spots in hospitals. If
citizens cannot receive medical treatment, they are more likely to feel stronger effects from the virus.
But what are we doing as a nation
to prevent this spread? Currently only
nine states have reissued a mask mandate to help prevent the spread of Omi-

cron. Citizens nationwide are being
strongly encouraged to get the booster
shot if they have previously gotten
both vaccination shots. The booster is
strongly encouraged because the base
vaccines are struggling to prevent those
who have them from getting Omicron.
But what can you do to play a part in
the prevention of spreading Omicron?
Obviously some common measures
would be to wear a mask and get any
government issued vaccinations. However, there are some everyday things
you can do to help. By simply washing
one’s hands more often they can prevent so much bacteria from spreading
around public areas.
Keeping windows open whilst indoors is another great way to dilute any
virus floating around.
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Class Profile: Relationships
By Jill Hemmer

When most people hear the word
relationship they think of love. However, the truth is that we foster relationships with all people that we interact
with regularly. This can include your
parents, siblings, friends, teachers, employers, and coworkers.
BHS offers a CTE course that helps
students in managing these varied relationships. Relationships is a class that
can teach students about friendships,
sibling relationships, and family relationships.
This class might be beneficial for
students because it can teach them how

to improve their relationships. Furthermore the class teaches different
types of relationships. In conclusion
this is a beneficial and informal class
for students.
Freshman Delania Stephens says,
“Even though the class is about relationships, it is also about learning
about yourself. It helps you develop
your own personality so you can be
with other people.”
If you are looking for a class that
gives you real-world applications
of how to better interact with those
around you, consider taking CTE Relationships.

The history of Valentines Day
by Taylor Boeve

As we all know, Valentine’s Day
happens every year on the 14th of February. The big question is why do we
celebrate it and why is it called the
“day of love.” These are all good questions to ask, so it’s time for answers.
February has long been celebrated
as a month of romance, and St. Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of both Christian and
ancient Roman tradition. But who was
Saint Valentine, and how did he become associated with this ancient rite?
Saint Valentine, as one legend suggests,
was a priest in third century Rome.

Emperor Claudius the second decided
single men made better soldiers than
those with wives and families, so he
outlawed marriage for young people.
Saint Valentine decided to go against
Claudius. He perform marriages in secret. As a punishment for this crime, he
was beheaded by Emperor Claudius.
That is just one story in legend.
There are many others. Some insist
that the real Valentine was Saint Valentine of Terni, a bishop, who was the
true namesake of the holiday. He was
beheaded by Claudius II outside Rome.
You be the judge.

Editorial: Budget cuts and COVID policy:

Why are there more questions than answers?

by Laurissa Thomas

So far the 2021-22 school year ha
brought more questions than answers.
As students and school officials begin
to plan for the next school year, we are
left with several questions on the table:
Why are so many budget cuts happening and what are the roots of them?
What are the main expenses of the
school, where does the money go? Is
our current Bobcat Tracks Plan working to contain the spread of Covid?
One upcoming expenditure that is on
the school district’s radar and may
be affecting funding is a plan for the
Brookings School District to remodel
the Medary Elementary school and
build a new building for Hillcrest Elementary school. The total cost of this
project is about 32 million dollars. At
BHS, the APs, certain electives, as well
as certain teachers are facing the reality
of these budget cuts. In the past couple
years the German program at BHS has
been completely cut, over half of the
AP classes, as well as certain electives
have all been completely taken away.
These are causes for concern in the
BHS student body as well as for our

teachers because the students are having valuable opportunities ripped from
under them such as AP courses and
electives.
The teachers are struggling because
they have so many classes to teach as
well as courses. The teachers have no
help, because we simply do not have
enough teachers to be able to disperse
amongst the student body. This is a
major problem at BHS because budget
cuts are becoming more than just routine budget cuts. They are taking away
valuable opportunities from students
and overworking teachers.
A second primary concern is Covid
policy. Right now the school is in phase
two which means social distancing and
basically don’t cough on people. However many people including myself

and the school board do not know
where they are going from here.
They don’t know if moving into the
next phase or going down a phase
would be best. Honestly no one really knows at this point. As
always stay home if you’re sick and
social distance.

CLASS SIZE, cont. from p. 1

Another major concern about class
sizes has occurred due to COVID-19.
When we are forced to social distance, sanitize, and take other precautions, it can be a lot of work for
the teachers. Before and after all of
their classes, the teachers clean all the
desks. They also keep track of close

ONLINE, cont. from p. 1

Despite their drawbacks, online
classes are often the only option for
specialized classes. If this is the case,
Ganci went on to pledge his support for
this format: “ I wouldn’t say that it’s
the best option, but if it’s the only option, then I support it.”
For some, however, online classes

contacts and remember those who
have been wearing a mask. This can
be challenging for teachers that have
classes that require people to move
around and share equipment. Even if
the class does not require students to
move around, it is still a handful for
many teachers.

are the best option. 30% of BHS students prefer online classes, and 18%
switched from an in-person class to an
online class at the end of first semester. Online classes provide opportunities for students to study unique subjects and pursue individual interests. In
some cases, the benefits do outweigh
the drawbacks.

